Genetic basis of systemic lupus erythematosus.
Recent studies have emphasized that systemic lupus erythematosus is a complex genetic trait with contributions from the MHC and multiple non-MHC genes. Genome-wide linkage studies in murine models of lupus have mapped the positions of a number of non-MHC loci, but the contributing genes have not yet been identified. Recent studies in human systemic lupus erythematosus have found an association with a particular FCGR2A allele. Although susceptibility genes in lupus are unlikely to involve mutations with severe functional consequences, murine knockout models that develop lupus-like features may provide insight into the pathogenetic mechanisms and contributing genes in the human disease.